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Why is reading important?
•

Children who report reading for pleasure every day or almost every day achieve significantly
higher than those who read for enjoyment once or twice a week (Progress in International
Reading Literacy Study)

•

The difference between 15 year olds who read for up to 30 minutes per day and those never
read for enjoyment is just over a years schooling (2009 Programme for International Student
Assessment (PISA) survey)

•

Reading helps pupils achieve higher across the whole curriculum because it gives them: a broad
vocabulary; text comprehension; grammar and general knowledge

•

Reading for pleasure is linked to greater progress in spelling and mathematics skills

•

International evidence suggests reading fiction for pleasure has social consequences - increased
empathy and social support

Reading in the National Curriculum
By the end of Year 2 children should be able to . . .
•

Read words aloud confidently, without obvious blending or rehearsal

•

Learn letter patterns so that decoding becomes fluent and secure by the end of Year 2

•

Blend letter sounds, including alternative patterns, e.g. recognising ‘ue’ as the ‘oo’ sound

•

Read aloud words which contain more than one syllable

•

Recognise common suffixes (word endings) such as –ing and –less

•

Read words which don’t follow phonetic patterns, such as ‘one’ and ‘who’

•

Become familiar with a wide range of fairy stories and traditional tales

•

Discuss favourite words and the meaning of new words

•

Check that what has been read makes sense, and self-correct reading where necessary

•

Make predictions about what might happen next in a story

By the end of Year 4 children should be able to . . .
•

Extend skills of decoding to tackle more complex words, including with unusual spelling patterns

•

Read a wide range of fiction, non-fiction and literary books

•

Recognise some different forms of poetry

•

Use dictionaries to find the meanings of words

•

Become familiar with a range of traditional and fairy tales, including telling some orally

•

Identify words which have been chosen to interest the reader

•

Ask questions about what they have read

•

Draw simple inferences about events in a story, such as how a character might be feeling

•

Make predictions about what might happen next in a story

•

Summarise ideas from several paragraphs of writing

•

Find and record information from non-fiction texts

•

Take part in discussions about reading and books

By the end of Year 6 children should be able to . . .
•

Read a wide range of fiction, non-fiction, poetry, plays and reference books

•

Learn a range of poetry by heart

•

Perform plays and poems using tone, volume and intonation to convey meaning

•

Use knowledge of spelling patterns and related words to read aloud and understand new words

•

Make comparisons between different books, or parts of the same book

•

Read a range of modern fiction, classic fiction and books from other cultures and traditions

•

Identify and discuss themes and conventions across a wide range of writing

•

Discuss understanding of texts, including exploring the meaning of words in context

•

Ask questions to improve understanding of texts

•

Summarise ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details

•

Predict future events from details either written in a text or by ‘reading between the lines’

•

Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning

•

Discuss how authors use language, including figurative language, to affect the reader

•

Make book recommendations, giving reasons for choices

•

Participate in discussions about books, building on and challenging ideas

•

Explain and discuss understanding of reading

•

Participate in formal presentations and debates about reading

•

Provide reasoned justifications for views

Developing a passion for reading
•

Once pupils have their basic phonic knowledge they need to develop speed and fluency (the
flow / smoothness of their reading) to become confident, mature readers

•

All reading makes a difference but evidence shows reading for pleasure makes the most
difference (Clark & De Zoya, 2011)

•

To become proficient (better at things) we need practice – as decoding words becomes
automatic space in our working memory is freed which makes comprehension (understanding)
easier

How can parents help?
1. Sharing reading




Hearing a story read to you (rather than watching a story on TV or as a film) is hugely
important for developing reading skills, but it’s also a relaxing routine which prepares
children for a good night’s sleep. Hearing a story read out loud also means that children
can have access to books that may yet be too challenging to read alone.
It might get increasingly difficult to make time for the ‘bedtime reading experience’ now
but it’s still really useful and enjoyable; reading to your child, listening to your child read,
leaving them to read alone and listening to audio books are all valuable. Try to chat
informally about reading and swap ideas about good reads – no pressure!

2. Read yourself




Share the variety of your reading with your child: books, magazines, websites, and apps,
to show how reading can help you to follow your interests and to get involved.
Help them to join blogs, online communities and clubs that link to their hobbies whether
it’s swimming, football, dance or music.
Always check that any online communities children sign up to are safe and monitor their
use of them.

3. Developing fluency and understanding
Encourage prediction - When reading stories, good readers are always thinking ahead to start to
work out what might happen next. You can help your child become better at this by asking key
questions such as: I wonder if … will happen? Who do you think will…?

Reading between the lines - Talking about stories, poems and information books can help your child
to understand a book in different ways. It’s not just about what’s happened or who did what, so talk
about the issues, what a book means to your child and whether they think there are any less obvious
meanings that the author wants us to spot.
Research for homework - Your child may be asked to investigate a topic or find answers to questions
set in class. You can help them with their research skills by talking about where to look to find the
answers, although you may need to remind them to look in books and use the library as well as the
internet. Children can struggle with information overload so they need your help to ‘search and sift’
both sites and information to make decisions.

4. Building independence
Valuing choice - It’s really important to value your child’s choices even when a book looks too easy
or too difficult. Children can read books that appear to be too difficult (especially if it is a topic that
interests them) but you’ll need to guide them through tricky words , pictures, ideas or even the layout
of an information book.
Not giving up - As children read more challenging books be aware that there might be times when
they struggle and may seem reluctant to continue – so help them through those patches by reading
a bit with them to get them started or hooked into the next chapter. Always balance this with
sensitivity and valuing their choice – it’s got to be fun!
Reading clubs and groups - Show your child that there are opportunities to share reading ideas and
recommendations – and the excitement of reading – through a variety of clubs, groups, festivals, etc.
Many of these are online, such as Chatterbooks but you can also visit your library and bookshop for
information.

Developing comprehension skills . . . .
Understanding and interpreting what we are reading
•

Give your child the opportunity to discuss what they have read

•

Help them to demonstrate understanding and think more carefully about the text

Tools for you to use


Question dice



Additional questions (at the end of this handout)



Reading tasks (at the end of this handout)

Join the Library
•

Young people who use the public library are nearly twice as likely to be reading outside the
classroom every day

•

In a school survey last year 57% of KS2 at OLOV said they go to the Library regularly; 30% said the
go rarely; 13% said they never go

•

Joining the library is free – you can join online or go in and fill in an application and take it in
http://www.ccslibraries.com/libraries/ealing-libraries/joining-a-library

•

There are also lots of activities available in libraries

Greenford Library
Oldfield Lane South, Greenford,
Middlesex UB6 9LG
Open: Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri 9am-5pm;
Sat 10am-5pm
Closed: Mondays & Sundays

Support in school - Reciprocal Reading
•

Develops learners’ reading skills, promote higher order thinking, develop listening and talking, and
ensure access to the curriculum for all learners

•

Learners transfer their learning into other contexts or areas of the curriculum (e.g. Science)

Aim:
•

Improve reading comprehension through the use of four reading strategies: predicting,
questioning, clarifying and summarising

•

Enable pupils to reflect on their reading and develop higher order thinking skills

•

Use the social nature of learning (working in groups)to improve reading comprehension

•

Promote literacy across learning in all areas of the curriculum

Preparing for High School
•

During Primary School children should be working towards reading 1 book per week for pleasure

•

As they move to secondary school reading in and outside the classroom should be increasingly
wide, varied and stretching

•

All pupils study works of English literature, both pre-1914 and contemporary, including prose,
poetry and drama

•

Aim = Pupils develop an appreciation of literature and start to read critically by reading, and also
having read to them, whole books, short stories, poems and plays across a spread of genres,
historical period, forms and authors

•

Giving them a good grounding will enable and encourage them to discover new, even more
challenging, literature for themselves

World Book Day – 3rd March 2016


Lots of reading
and book
themed
activities



Children can

come dressed as
their favourite
book character

Additional Questions
Below are some questions which you could use to talk to your child about what they’re reading.
Remember: Only pick a few at a time; choose ones which suit your child’s age / ability; Keep it fun
and light hearted!
Fiction Books
Questions about characters

What does . . . Look like? Use parts of the story to explain how you know this
What sort of things does . . . get up to?
Why do you think that . . . behaves in the way that he/she does?
What have you learned about . . . ? Where did you get this from?
Would you like to have . . . as a friend? Why/ Why not?
How did . . . feel at the beginning/middle/end of the story? How do you know this?
Do you feel that you are in any way similar to . . . ? In what way?
Do you think that . . . changed in any way during the story? How and why did these
changes happen?
 Why do you think . . . said “. . .” ?









Questions about setting









Where do the main events take place?
What effect does the setting have on the story?
When do the main events take place?
Does the timing of these events have an effect on the story?
Why do you think the author chose the settings that ye/she has?
Do you think the settings are well described? Why?
Can you select some good description and say why you think it is so effective?

General questions
















Does what you have read in your book today make you want to carry on reading?
Why/why not?
What main events have taken place in your book?
What caused these events to happen?
What was the result of these events?
What do you think may happen next?
What part of the story do you think is the funniest / saddest / most interesting?
How do you think the story will end?
What do you think the book is called . . . ?
Did anything in the book make you think about something that once happened to you?
Do you think that the pictures help you to understand the book better?
Do the pictures make the book more enjoyable? How?
What questions would you like to ask the author?
Would you recommend this book to other children?
Would it appeal to all children? What sort of children do you think would like it?

Non Fiction Books








What have you learnt from your reading today?
Who do you think would find this book most interesting and useful?
How is the information arranged on each page?
How does the way the information is set out help you to understand it?
How would you use the index to find something out?
Could you suggest any ways in which your book could be improved?

Reading Tasks
If you want to start a conversation about reading with your child you could try some of these
activities . . .
1. Write a note to your friend telling him or her a bit about this book. Explain why you think he or she
should read it
2. Draw a picture about an important part of the story. Why do you think that part is important?
3. Make up a wordsearch or crossword based on the book
4. Copy out your favourite sentence from the book. Why do you like this bit?
5. Give the books marks out of ten. Why have you given that mark?
6. Write down 3 new words you have learn from this book
7. Make up three quiz questions about this book. Don’t forget the answers.
8. Draw a poster advertising the book. Make sure you write on the poster why they should read it!
9. Do you think the writer uses language in an interesting way? Find three examples, then copy
them out and explain why you like them.

