Curriculum Newsletter Summer Term 2019 – Year 5
Topic
Term
Autumn first half Term
Autumn second half Term
Spring first half Term
Spring second half Term
Summer first half Term
Summer second half Term

Topic
Palaces
The Earth and Beyond
Properties of Materials
Crime and Punishment
Life Cycles
Ancient Egyptians

Mayans

RE
This term we will be studying the following themes:

Transformation – celebration of the Spirit’s transforming power.
Freedom and Responsibility – Commandments enable Christians to be free & responsible.
Stewardship – The Church is called to the stewardship of Creation.
The children will also spend a week studying Islam.
English
Reading
We will be reading a range of fiction and non-fiction texts and discussing the differences between a variety of types
of genres and their features. In school, children will listen to the teacher read as well as read independently and as a
class. For maximum progress to be made, it is vital that children are still reading with an adult on a daily basis at
home. The children will be able to take home books from the library to read as well as reading books from the class.
Please ensure the children record what they read in their organisers. If they have run out of room, please use the
day to write the title, pages read and any comments.
Writing
This term we will be learning to write effectively in the following genres:
 Narrative – Traditional Tales and Stories from Other Cultures
 Non-fiction – Persuasive writing
 Non-fiction – Instructional writing - linked to Egyptian topic
 Poetry – choral and performance poetry.
Within each genre we will look at the key features and learn to recognise and use these within our own writing.
Grammar and Punctuation
Word

Converting nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes [for example, –ate; –ise; –ify]
Verb prefixes [for example, dis–, de–, mis–, over– and re–]
How words are related by meaning as synonyms and antonyms [for example, big,
large, little].

Sentence

Relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that, or an omitted
relative pronoun
Indicating degrees of possibility using adverbs [for example, perhaps, surely] or modal
verbs [for example, might, should, will, must]

Text

Devices to build cohesion within a paragraph [for example, then, after that, this,
firstly]. Linking ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time [for example, later],
place [for example, nearby] and number [for example, secondly] or tense choices [for
example, he had seen her before]

Punctuation

Brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis
Use of commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity

Terminology for
pupils

modal verb, relative pronoun, relative clause, parenthesis, bracket, dash, cohesion,
ambiguity, synonym, antonym, collective noun

Mathematics
The 2014 National Curriculum for mathematics aims to ensure that all pupils:
 become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied and frequent practice with
increasingly complex problems over time, so that pupils have conceptual understanding and are able to
recall and apply their knowledge rapidly and accurately to problems
 reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships and generalisations, and
developing an argument, justification or proof using mathematical language
 can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and non-routine problems with
increasing sophistication, including breaking down problems into a series of simpler steps and
persevering in seeking solutions.
This new curriculum contains a greater emphasis on calculation WITHOUT the use of electronic calculators
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read, write, order and compare numbers to at least 1 000 000 and determine the value of each digit
count forwards or backwards in steps of powers of 10 for any given number up to 1 000 000
round any number up to 1 000 000 to the nearest 10, 100, 1000, 10 000 and 100 000
solve number problems and practical problems that involve all of the above
Compare and order fractions whose denominators are all multiples of the same number.
Identify, name and write equivalent fractions of a given fraction, represented visually, including tenths and
hundredths.
recognise mixed numbers and improper fractions and convert from one form to the other and write
mathematical statements > 1 as a mixed number [for example, 52 + 54 = 56 = 1 51 ]
add and subtract fractions with the same denominator and denominators that are multiples of the same
number
multiply proper fractions and mixed numbers by whole numbers, supported by materials and diagrams
read and write decimal numbers as fractions [for example, 0.71 = 10071 ]
recognise and use thousandths and relate them to tenths, hundredths and decimal equivalents.
round decimals with two decimal places to the nearest whole number and to one decimal place
read, write, order and compare numbers with up to three decimal places
solve problems involving number up to three decimal places
recognise the per cent symbol (%) and understand that per cent relates to ‘number of parts per hundred’,
and write percentages as a fraction with denominator 100, and as a decimal
Solve problems which require knowing percentage and decimal equivalents of 1/2, 1/4, 1/5, 2/5, 4/5 and
those fractions with a denominator of a multiple of ten or 25.
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between different units of metric measure (for example, kilometre and metre; centimetre and metre;
centimetre and millimetre; gram and kilogram; litre and millilitre)
understand and use approximate equivalences between metric units and common imperial units such as
inches, pounds and pints
identify 3-D shapes, including cubes and other cuboids, from 2-D representations
measure and calculate the perimeter of composite rectilinear shapes in centimetres and metres
calculate and compare the area of rectangles (including squares), and including using standard units, square
centimetres (cm2) and square metres (m2) and estimate the area of irregular shapes
estimate volume [for example, using 1 cm3 blocks to build cuboids (including cubes)] and capacity [for
example, using water]
solve problems involving converting between units of time




use all four operations to solve problems involving measure [for example, length, mass, volume, money]
using decimal notation, including scaling.
identify, describe and represent the position of a shape following a reflection or translation, using the
appropriate language, and know that the shape has not changed.

Topic
Life Cycle - children learn that plants and animals reproduce as part of their life cycle and that in every life cycle
there are distinct processes and stages. Children are to study the differences between the life cycles of a mammal,
an amphibian, an insect and a bird. Children to study why living things need to reproduce and look in detail at the
human life cycle, comparing with other animals. Study physical and emotional changes at puberty.
Mayans – the children discover the Mayan civilisation, who the Mayans were and how their life compared to life in
Britain at the same time.
Ancient Egypt – the children find out about the way of life of people living in ancient Egypt from archaeological
discoveries.
Art
Containers - children explore the craft tradition of making vessels and containers. They develop their own designs
and build a three-dimensional form to represent a vessel (canopic jars from Modroc). The children consider
examples by contemporary designers and ceramicists and look at work from different cultures.
In Music we will be continuing to learn to play the African drums ready for our third concert of the year!
In French we will be learning: Qu’est ce que tu veux?(What would you like?). We will be covering snacks, using
money, names of festivals and further festival vocabulary.
Dates



















April 25th: Junior Easter liturgy – 25th April
May 6th : Bank Holiday - SCHOOL CLOSED
May 7th: 5O Care Home visit PM
May 17th: Year 5 Health & Emotional Wellbeing Workshop timings TBC
May 20th: Class and Sports Photographs all day in the hall
May 22nd: Animal Dress Up Day
May 23rd: Our Lady of Visitation Mass
May 27th: May 31st : Half Term
June 3rd: Training day- school closed
June 5th: Healthy Living Workshops
June 7th: Bingo Night
June 18th: 5Y Care Home visit PM
June 20th: British Museum trip
June 25th: 5O Care Home visit PM
June 27th: Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass
July 4th: Music Night
July 12th: Key Stage 2 Sports Day
July 23rd: Last day of term – school closes at 1.30pm

Communication with parents
It is very important to us as a school that we work in partnership with parents. Therefore we welcome any feedback
you can give us about your child and their experience in school. If you have any concerns or worries, please see your
child’s class teacher, Mrs Young or Mr O’Connell.

