Dear Parents/Guardians

Our Lady of the Visitation School has a vacancy for a Parent Governor.
All schools in England have a Governing Body which is responsible for overseeing many of the strategic decisions
of the school. A key role is to act as a ‘critical friend’: to support, to challenge and to ask questions that help the
school to perform to its very best. The Governing Body works in close partnership with the headteacher, staff, the
Diocese of Westminster, and the Local Authority. Whilst the headteacher is, of course, responsible for the day to
day running of the school, the Governors are involved with such things as staffing, curriculum, school buildings
and finance. It ensures the school functions well and maintains the proper range of academic and social
objectives.
The Full Governing Body meets at least four times each year. The main committees, Pupils and Curriculum and
Finance, Staffing and Premises, meet at least once every term. Meetings are held in the evenings in school,
usually on a Tuesday.
The standard term of office for a Governor is four years.
All Governors must have or be able to obtain a DBS.
Training is available through the Local Authority and the Diocese of Westminster. Extra information is available on
the Westminster Diocese website http://rcdow.org.uk/education/Governors/elected-parent-governor.
If you would like to apply, please write to the school for the attention of Gillian Kennedy, Clerk to the Governing
Body. Please add why you would like to become a Governor and what skills you could bring to the Governing
Body. Letters must be received by 8th January 2018.
Should there be more than one applicant, an election will take place. Applicants will be required to write a
statement that would be circulated to parents as part of the process.
Yours faithfully

M Gordon
Chair of the Full Governing Body

